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THE PRESENCE OF
EUHOPLOPSYLLUS GLACIALIS EXOTICUS
IN ECUADOR
(SIPHONAPTERA: PULICIDAE)

By E. Méndez' and R. del Pino Encalada®

Abstroct: The subspecies Fuhoplopsyiius gloctelis exoricus (Jordan & Rothschild, 1923),
criginally descrited from Panama, is reported from Ecuador, A discussion concerning this taxon
and illustrations are prescnted.

Fuhoplopsylfus Ewing, 1940, originally included as 4 subgenus of the genus Moplopsylius
Baker, 1933, was raised to generic rank by Smit (1967). Members of the genus Fuhoplopsyliys
show a preference for lagomorphs and their geographic rangs is to some extent correlated

with that of these hosts.
According to Cabrera (1958, 1961), the only South American lagomorphs are 2 species

of forest rabbits of the genus Swivilagus (which break up into a number of subspecies). One
of these species, Sylvilagus brasiliensis, is known to occur in Ecuador, Brazil, Peru, Argentina,
Bolivia, Venezuela, Paraguay, Mexico and throughout most of Central America and Panama,
The ather species, Svlvilagus floridenus, is apparently restricted, in South America, to
Colombia and Venczuela, This species is, however, widely distributed over arsas of Canada,
the United States of Amerea, Mexico and Middle America.

Despite the wide range of Splvilagus, reports of Evhoplopsyllus fleas in the neotropics
are scant. Two South Amercan species, Ewhoplopsplins andensis (Jordan) and £ manconis
(Jordan), have been described from Ecuador and Peru, respectively. Another form, £ glacialis
exoticus (Jordan & Rothschild), originally described from Panama, is reported here for the
first timme from Ecuador. The nominate form, £ glacielis glecialis (Taschenberg), as well as
E g affinis (Baker), £ g foxi (Bwing), and £ g {pax (Baker), are of nearctic distribution.
E g profugus (Jordan) is known to occur in the Palearctic Region. No members of the genus
Fuhoplopsyllus were reported from Venezuela by Tipton & Machado-Allison (1972), which
probably indicates the absence of this genus from that country.

During recent surveys for the detection of plague-infected mammals and their fleas in the
Province of Loja, Ecuador (vonducted by the junior author and personnel of the Instituto
“Leopoldo Izquieta Pérez™ of Guayaquil), a large series of Euhoplopsyllus was collected. The
study of these fleas allowed us to conclude that they apparently represent Euhaplopsylius
glacialis exoticus (Jordan & Rothschild).

The following material from the Province of Loja, Ecuador, has been examined: 1 &,
ex Rattus norvegicus, 1.VIL1970, Catacocha, Paltas, elevation 1860 m; 2 dd4, 4 P9, ex
Sylvilagus brasiliensis, 10.VIL1970, Amaluza, elevation 500 m; 1 4, ex house, 13.VIIL.1970,
Sunamanga, Celica, elevation 1800 m; 1 4, 1 9, ex rat nest, 30.VIILI970, Cangonomd
Chico, Larama, elevation 1500 m; 2 7%, ex Didelphis marsupialis, 30.VII.1970, Sozorangs,
elevation 1500 m; 15 &4, 23 9%, ex S brosiliensis, 2.XI1.1970, Pailitas, Pindal, Celica,

; CGorgas Memorial Laboratery, Apartado 6991 Panamd 3, Panamd.
? Laboratorio de Peste, Instituta Nadonal de Higiene “Leopoldo [zquista Pdrez,' Casilla 3961, Guayaquil,
Ecuador,
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FIG. 1-3. Euhoplopsyiiug glacialis exoticus, from the Province of Loja, Ecuador, 4. (1) Head and prothorax;

(2} Bth steenum; (3) Clasper,
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